
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 6 May 2004] 

 p2481d-2481d 
Mr Rob Johnson; Dr Geoff Gallop 

 [1] 

FOOTBALL PLAYERS, PREMIER’S COMMENT 

227. Mr R.F. JOHNSON to the Premier: 
I understand that the Premier met with the captain of the Fremantle Football Club - the Dockers - and President 
of the AFL Players’ Association, Mr Peter Bell, last night. 

(1) Does the Premier stand by his comments that footballers have a lack of reality in their daily lives, and 
that they are getting too much money too quickly without any relationship to the real world? 

(2) Is the Premier now aware of the contribution that the State’s top athletes make to community programs 
around Western Australia, including promoting worthwhile causes such as Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association of WA and the Legacy Club of Perth? 

(3) Does the Premier concede that in making those remarks he has shown just how out of touch with reality 
he is? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
(1)-(3) I had an excellent meeting last night with an outstanding Western Australian.  There is no doubt that 

Peter Bell is a true leader.  I had the great privilege of meeting him last night.  I am well aware of the 
excellent work done by many elite sportspeople in Western Australia to promote good causes.  I 
applaud all sportspeople for what they do.  I have expressed my concern on a number of occasions over 
the years about the situation that faces many young footballers as they rise through the ranks and 
become Australian Football League players.  That is something we all need to acknowledge.  The clubs 
acknowledge it, as does the broader community.  Many young footballers find they receive increases in 
income far beyond what they are used to.  In some cases, they receive incomes for the first time.  They 
achieve celebrity status, and their relationship with other people in the community changes.  Because of 
all those factors they are at risk.  The clubs and the AFL recognise that.  I re-emphasise the point I made 
through my comments in the media last week.  I am well aware of all the good work done by elite 
sportspeople.  I applaud them for doing that.  I am also well aware of the special circumstances they 
face as young people, given the incomes they earn, the celebrity status they gain, the time that can be on 
their hands and the risks that are involved in that.  I think we all have a responsibility, particularly the 
AFL clubs, to look after the welfare of those players.  The players have a great leader in Peter Bell, who 
recognises all those issues and offers real leadership to the players in ensuring that the clubs deal with 
those questions. 

 


